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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure relates to dimming circuit and method
for LEDs. The dimming circuit obtains a DC voltage from an
external AC power supply by using a TRIAC, an electronic
transformer, and a rectifier bridge sequentially. The dimming
circuit comprises a first power stage circuit, a second power
stage, a first control circuit, and a second control circuit. The
first power stage circuit has an input terminal configured to
receive the DC voltage. The second power stage has an input
terminal coupled to an output terminal of the first power stage
and an output terminal coupled to an LED load. The first
control circuit is configured to generate a first control signal in
accordance with a first output voltage generated at the output
terminal of the first power stage circuit, a first reference
voltage and an upper threshold voltage to maintain an average
value of the first output voltage to be consistent with the first
reference voltage. The second control circuit is configured to
generate a dimming signal in accordance with a first current
and the first output voltage to control an operation of the
second power stage circuit to maintain an output current of
the second power stage circuit to be consistent with an
expected driving current represented by the dimming signal.
The first current is no less than a holding current of the
electronic transformer. An input current of the first power
stage circuit is maintained to be consistent with the first
current by the first control signal when the first output voltage
is in a continuously increasing state and is lower than the
upper threshold voltage. The first output voltage decreases
continuously and the input current is maintained to be con-
sistent with a second current after the first output voltage
reaches the upper threshold voltage.

19 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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DIMMING CIRCUIT AND METHOD FOR
LEDS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Chinese Patent
Application No. 201310209489.9, filed on May 30, 2013,
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of power elec-
tronics, and more particularly, to a dimming circuit and
method for LEDs.

BACKGROUND

In the lighting field, the phase-controlled (chopping) dim-
ming method using Triode for Alternating Current (TRIAC)
is a dimming method most widely nowadays, and is widely
used in the fields such as stage lighting and surrounding
illumination, since it has the advantages of the small size, the
reasonable price and the wide dimming power range. By
applying the TRIAC phase-controlled operating principle,
the supply voltage of the lamp circuit is controlled by con-
trolling the conduction angle of the TRIAC element to chop
out a part of the sine wave voltage input from the AC power
network, to decrease the average value of the output voltage,
s0 as to achieve the dimming function for LEDs.

FIG. 1A illustrates a principle block diagram of a dimming
circuit adopting the existing TRIAC phase-controlled dim-
ming method, which comprises an AC input power supply
101, a TRIAC 106, a trigger circuit 113, a rectifier bridge 107,
aholding resistor 108, and a filter circuit consisting of a diode
109 and a filter capacitor 110. Wherein, the trigger circuit 113
may consist of a few parts, such as a DIAC 105, an adjustable
resistor 102, a resistor 103 and a capacitor 104. The anode of
the TRIAC 106 is coupled to one end of the AC input power
supply 101, and the cathode thereof is coupled to the rectifier
bridge 107; the point A in the trigger circuit consisting of the
adjustable resistor 102, the resistor 103 and the capacitor 104
connected in series in turn is coupled to the control electrode
of the TRIAC 106.

During the operation, by adjusting the resistance value of
the adjustable resistor 102, the voltage of the control elec-
trode of the TRIAC 106 is changed, and the TRIAC element
106 is turned on when the voltage of the control electrode is
greater than a certain voltage, so as to control the phase of the
conduction angle of the TRIAC element 106 with respect to
the AC input power supply 101. It can be seen, from the
schematic diagram of the operating waveform of the TRIAC
phase-controlled dimming with leading edge triggered, as
shown in FIG. 1B, that at a certain time point t; (or a certain
phase w,,) after the zero crossing point of the voltage of the
sine AC input power supply 101, a positive triggering pulse
V1 18 applied to the control electrode of the TRIAC element
106, so that the TRIAC element 106 is turned on, which will
maintain until the positive half-sinusoidal wave period ends
according to the switching characteristics of the TRIAC ele-
ment. Therefore, in the positive half-sinusoidal wave period
(i.e., the section of 0~), the TRIAC element 106 is turned off
within the range of O~w,,, i.e., the control angle o, while the
TRIAC is turned on in the phase section of w,,~m, i.e., the
conduction angle ¢. In the same way, in the negative half-
sinusoidal wave period of the AC power, a triggering pulse
Vg2 1s applied at the time point t, (i.e., the phase angle w,,)
so that it is turned on. It goes round and round, and it is
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controlled to be turned on in each half-sinusoidal wave period
to get the same conduction angle. The magnitude of the con-
duction angle ¢ (or the control angle o) of the TRIAC can be
changed by changing the triggering time (or phase) of the
triggering pulse, so as to generate an AC voltage V,_,,, with
phase loss, which is rectified by the rectifier bridge 107 to
generate the DC voltage V. and it can be seen that the
greater the conduction angle ¢, the higher the output voltage
V 4. of the circuit, and the light from the load 112 becomes
brighter by controlling the load 112 through the SMPS
(Switching Mode Power Supply) driver 111.

However, the filter capacitor 110 needs to be arranged in
the dimming circuit for LEDs adopting the prior art as shown
in FIG. 1A. Because the capacitance of the filter capacitor 110
is high, the L.C resonance in the circuit causes that the current
through the TRIAC is uncontrollable, and the TRIAC cannot
maintain the turned-on state, and therefore flicker occurs in
the LED. In addition, the electronic transformer in the tradi-
tional circuit is originally designed for a halogen lamp rather
than LED lamp, and it requires a minimum holding current to
operate normally during the operation thereof. Therefore, in
the LED driving circuit with the electronic transformer, the
problems of the uncontrollable current and the turning off of
the electronic transfer are resolved by a method for adding a
dummy load (for example, the holding resistor 108); how-
ever, the power consumption ofthe added dummy load causes
a lower operating efficiency.

Therefore, in the LED driving circuit with electronic trans-
former, it is a challenge how to both satisfy the requirement of
the minimum current of the electronic transformer, to dim the
LED load accurately so that no flicker occurs in LED load,
and to keep the operating efficiency of the whole system high.

SUMMARY

In view of this, the purpose of the present disclosure is to
provide a dimming circuit for LEDs and a dimming method
thereof, to resolve the problems of low working efficiency,
poor stability and flicker of LEDs.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure, a
dimming circuit for LEDs A dimming circuit for LEDs which
obtains a DC voltage from an external AC power supply by
using a TRIAC, an electronic transformer, and a rectifier
bridge is provided, comprising:

a first power stage circuit having an input terminal config-
ured to receive the DC voltage;

a second power stage having an input terminal coupled to
an output terminal of the first power stage and an output
terminal coupled to an LED load;

a first control circuit configured to generate a first control
signal in accordance with a first output voltage generated at
the output terminal of said first power stage circuit, a first
reference voltage and an upper threshold voltage to maintain
an average value of said first output voltage to be consistent
with said first reference voltage, wherein an input current of
said first power stage circuit is maintained to be consistent
with a first current by said first control signal when said first
output voltage is in a continuously increasing state and is
lower than said upper threshold voltage, and said first output
voltage is decreased continuously and said input current is
maintained to be consistent with a second current after said
first output voltage reaches said upper threshold voltage by
said first control signal, and wherein said first current is no
less than a holding current of said electronic transformer; and

a second control circuit configured to generate a dimming
signal in accordance with said first current and said first
output voltage to control an operation of said second power



US 9,089,026 B2

3

stage circuit to maintain an output current of said second
power stage circuit to be consistent with an expected driving
current represented by said dimming signal.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
the first control circuit comprises:

a turn-on signal generating circuit comprising a clock sig-
nal generating circuit for generating a clock signal;

a turn-off signal generating circuit comprising a first volt-
age comparison circuit configured to compare the first output
voltage with the upper threshold voltage to generate a first
turn-off signal, and a feedback control circuit configured to
receive the first output voltage, the first reference voltage and
a ramp signal containing information of a peak value of
inductor current, to generate a second turn-off signal; and

a first logic circuit respectively coupled to the turn-on
signal generating circuit and the turn-off signal generating
circuit, to generate a first control signal for controlling a
switching state of a first main power switch in the first power
stage circuit.

Particularly, the feedback control circuit comprises:

avoltage error calculation circuit comprising an operating
amplifier, a first input terminal of which receives the first
output voltage and a second input terminal of which receives
the first reference voltage, to generate a voltage error signal at
an output terminal thereof;

a compensation circuit configured to receive the voltage
error signal and to perform a compensation operation on the
voltage error signal to obtain a compensation signal;

a clamp circuit with a clamp voltage which is coupled to an
output terminal of the compensation circuit, and the compen-
sation signal is clamped to the clamp voltage when the com-
pensation signal is less than the clamp voltage which is deter-
mined in accordance with the holding current of the
electronic transformer; and

a square wave signal generating circuit comprising a com-
parator, a first input terminal of which receives the compen-
sation signal, and a second input terminal of which receives
the ramp signal, to generate the second turn-off signal at the
output terminal thereof.

Particularly, the first logic circuit comprises:

a first OR-gate with two input terminals coupled to the first
voltage comparison circuit and the feedback control circuit to
receive the first turn-off signal and the second turn-off signal,
respectively,

a first RS trigger with a set terminal for receiving the clock
signal, a reset terminal coupled to the output terminal of the
OR-gate, and an output terminal for providing an output
signal as the first control signal;

wherein the first main power switch is turned off until the
TRIAC is turned on again, when the first output voltage is
greater than the upper threshold voltage after the TRIAC is
turned on, in each one-half period of the AC power supply;
and

wherein the first main power switch is turned on when the
first output voltage is less than the upper threshold voltage
and the clock signal is active, and the first main power switch
is turned off when the ramp signal is greater than the com-
pensation signal.

Particularly, the clamp circuit comprises:

adiode with a cathode coupled to the output terminal of the
compensation circuit;

aclamping voltage source coupled to an anode of the diode.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
the second control circuit comprises:

adimming signal generating circuit configured to generate
the dimming signal in accordance with a duration of the first
current, when the first output voltage is less than the upper
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threshold voltage, in a time period during which the TRIAC is
turned on, in each one-half period of the AC power supply;

wherein the dimming signal generating circuit generates
the dimming signal in accordance with a time period from a
starting time point of the first current to a time point when the
first output voltage reaches a lower threshold voltage, when
the first output voltage is greater than the upper threshold
voltage; and

an output current control circuit configured to generate a
second control signal in accordance with an error between the
output current of the second power stage circuit and the
expected driving current, to control the second power stage
circuit.

Particularly, the dimming signal generating circuit com-
prises:

a second voltage comparison circuit configured to compare
the first output voltage with the lower threshold voltage;

an input current comparison circuit configured to compare
the input current with a current threshold;

a second logic circuit comprising a second OR-gate which
has two input terminals for receiving an output signal of the
second voltage comparison circuit, an output signal of the
input current comparison circuit, and an output terminal for
providing a square wave signal; and

an averaging circuit configured to perform an averaging
operation on the square wave signal and a reference voltage,
to obtain the dimming signal.

Particularly, the output current control circuit is one
selected from a group consisting of a peak current control
circuit, an average current control circuit, and an a linear
control circuit.

Particularly, the first voltage comparison circuit and the
second voltage comparison circuit share a hysteresis com-
parator which provides an upper limit threshold voltage as the
upper threshold voltage, and a lower limit threshold voltage
as the lower threshold voltage.

Particularly, the first power stage circuit has a boost con-
verter topology, and the second power stage circuit has a buck
converter topology or a buck-boost converter topology.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure, a
dimming method for LEDs according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure comprises:

receiving an external AC power supply;

receiving the AC power supply through a TRIAC, an elec-
tronic transformer and a rectifier bridge sequentially and
adjusting the conduction angle of the TRIAC to generate a
lack-phase DC voltage;

providing the DC voltage to a first power stage circuit to
enable the first power stage circuit after the TRIAC is trig-
gered to be conducted in each half-sinusoidal wave period of
the AC power supply;

comparing a first output voltage at the output terminal of
the first power stage circuit with an upper threshold voltage;

controlling the operation of the first power stage circuit to
maintain an input current to be consistent with a first current
greater than a holding current of the electronic transformer
when the first output voltage is in a continuously increasing
state and is less than the upper threshold voltage;

controlling the first output voltage to decrease continu-
ously and maintaining the input current to be consistent with
a second current after the first output voltage reaches the
upper threshold voltage;

receiving the first output voltage by a second power stage
circuit;

generating a dimming signal in accordance with the first
current and the first output voltage; and
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controlling the operation of the second power stage circuit
in accordance with the dimming signal and the output current
of the second power stage circuit to maintain the output
current to be consistent with an expected driving current
represented by the dimming signal.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
generating the dimming signal comprises:

comparing the first output voltage with the upper threshold
voltage in each half-sinusoidal wave period of the AC power
supply;

generating the dimming signal in accordance with a dura-
tion of the first current, when the first output voltage is less
than the upper threshold voltage; and

generating the dimming signal in accordance with a time
period from the starting time point of the first current to the
time point when the first output voltage reaches a lower
threshold voltage, when the first output voltage is greater than
the upper threshold voltage.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
the method of controlling the output current of the second
power stage circuit comprises:

controlling a switching state of a power switch in the sec-
ond power stage circuit in accordance with an error between
the output current and the expected driving current, so that the
output current of the second power stage circuit is maintained
to be consistent with the expected driving current.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
controlling the first power stage circuit comprises:

comparing the first output voltage with the upper threshold
voltage;

controlling a switching state ofa first main power switch of
the first power stage circuit by using a peak current control-
ling method when the first output voltage is less than the
upper threshold voltage; and

turning off the first main power switch if the first output
voltage is greater than the upper threshold voltage.

Particularly, the peak current controlling method com-
prises:

calculating an error between the first output voltage and a
first reference voltage to generate an error signal;

performing a compensation operation on the error signal to
generate a compensation signal;

comparing the compensation signal with a clamp signal;
the clamp signal being determined by the holding current;

maintaining the compensation signal if the compensation
signal is greater than the clamp signal;

clamping the compensation signal to the clamp signal
when the compensation signal is less than the clamp signal;

comparing the compensation signal and a ramp signal; the
ramp signal characterizing a peak value of inductor current of
the first power stage circuit;

turning on the first main power switch if a clock signal is
active and the ramp signal is less than the compensation
signal, the input current rising continuously and the first
output voltage rising continuously; and

turning off the first main power switch if the ramp signal is
greater than the compensation signal, the input current begin-
ning to drop until the clock signal turns into an active state
again.

According to the dimming circuit for LEDs and the dim-
ming method thereof according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure, a driving circuit structure with a double-
power-stage circuit is adopted, wherein, the first power stage
circuit is configured to achieve the control of the input current
and the output voltage, and the second power stage circuit is
configured to achieve the constant current driving of the LED
load.
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In this dimming control, on the one hand, the first power
stage circuit maintains the input current to be greater than the
holding current of the electronic transformer when the
TRIAC is turned on. There is no need to use a resistor for
maintain the input current, resulting in reduced power losses.
Meanwhile, it avoids flicker of the LED load, which is caused
by frequently or early turning-off of the electronic trans-
former.

On the other hand, the input power supply of the second
power stage circuit is the output voltage of the first power
stage circuit. Because the first power stage circuit accurately
controls the input power supply of the second power stage
circuit, there is no need to use a filter capacitor, which avoids
an adverse effect of the filtered current on the circuit, and
improves stability and reliability of the circuit.

Furthermore, the dimming demand of the LED load can be
indirectly obtained by detecting the input current and the
output voltage, and thus an accurate control of the driving
current of the LED load can be achieved by the second power
stage circuit, and an accurate dimming operation can be
obtained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A illustrates a schematic block diagram of an dim-
ming circuit with a TRIAC adopting the prior art;

FIG. 1B illustrates an operating waveform graph of the
dimming circuit with a TRIAC as shown in FIG. 1A;

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic block diagram of a dimming
circuit for LEDs according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic block diagram of the first
control circuit in the dimming circuit for LEDs according to
one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic block diagram of the second
control circuit in the dimming circuit for LEDs according to
one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5A illustrates an operating waveform graph for the
first operating mode of the dimming circuit for LEDs accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5B illustrates an operating waveform graph for the
second operating mode of the dimming circuit for LEDs
according to the embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 illustrates a flowchart of a dimming method for
LEDs according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 illustrates a flowchart of a method for generating a
dimming signal in the dimming method for LEDs according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 8illustrates a flowchart of a method for controlling the
first power stage circuit in the dimming method for LEDs
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Several preferred embodiments of the present disclosure
will be described in detail in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings as follows, however, the present disclosure is
not only limited to these embodiments. The present disclo-
sure covers any replacements, modifications, equivalents and
the solutions thereof made to the spirit and the scope of the
present disclosure. In order that the present disclosure is
understood by the public completely, the specific details
thereof are illustrated in the following preferred embodi-
ments of the present disclosure and the present disclosure
should be understood by those skilled in the art without
describing the details.
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Referring to FIG. 2, the reference number 200 illustrates
the schematic block diagram of the dimming circuit for LEDs
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. In
this embodiment, the dimming circuit for LEDs comprises
TRIAC 201, electronic transformer 202, rectifier bridge 203,
first power stage circuit 204 and second power stage circuit
205 coupled in sequence, and first control circuit 206 and
second control circuit 207.

DC voltage V- which is a half sinusoidal waveform with
phase loss is generates from external AC power supply AC by
using TRIAC 201, electronic transformer 202 and rectifier
bridge 203. Of course, TRIAC further requires a correspond-
ing trigger circuit, and no detailed description thereof'is made
herein.

Herein, it is used as an example that first power stage circuit
204 has a boost converter topology and second power stage
circuit 205 has a buck converter topology, wherein, an induc-
tor L, first main power switch Q,, diode D,, and capacitor
C,,..1 constitute the boost converter topology and second main
power switch Q,, diode D,, inductor L, and capacitor C
constitute the buck converter topology.

DC voltage V . supplies power to first power stage circuit
204, and input current I,, corresponds to the inductor current
flowing through inductor L,. The voltage across capacitor
C,,.1 1s used as first output voltage V,,;, and supplies power
to second power stage circuit 205, and output current I, -, of
the output terminal of second power stage circuit 205 supplies
the driving current to the LED load.

First control circuit 206 is configured to control first output
voltage V,,,,,; and input current L,,. Particularly, first control
circuit 206 receives first output voltage V_,,,, first reference
voltage V.-, the input current information and upper
threshold voltage V,, ,,,, to generate first control signal
PWM1 accordingly. Control for first power stage circuit 204
by first control circuit 206 can be implemented by means of
first control signal PWM1 output by first control circuit 206
controlling the switching state of first main power switch Q.

By means of first control circuit 206 controlling first power
stage circuit 204, the average value of first output voltages
V... keeps consistent with first reference voltage Vyzz.
Meanwhile, in each half sinusoidal wave period of AC power
supply AC, if first output voltage V,, is in a rising state and
less than upper threshold voltage V,,_,,,, first control circuit
206 controls input current I, to be kept consistent with first
current I,,,,. Furthermore, it is ensured by means of clamp
voltage V - 1, that the value of first current I, is no less
than that of the holding current of electronic transformer 202.
After first output voltage V,; reaches upper threshold volt-
age V,, ,, first control circuit 206 controls input current I,
s0 as to kept it consistent with second current I,,,,.

Herein, first control circuit 206 can adopt the peak current
control manner.

The waveforms of input current I, and first output voltage
V,... may indirectly characterize the conduction angle of
TRIAC 201, so second control circuit 207 generates a dim-
ming signal according to first current [,,, of input current 1,,,
and first output voltage V,,,,,,. The dimming signal character-
izes the expected driving current of the LED load required by
the current conduction angle of TRIAC 201. According to the
present driving current of the LED load and the dimming
signal, second control circuit 207 generates second control
signal PWM2, to control the switching state of second main
power switch Q, in second power stage circuit 205, to control
second power stage circuit 205. The dimming control of the
LED load can be achieved and the constant current driving of
the LED load can be achieved accurately.
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Herein, second control circuit 207 can adopt a peak current
control manner, an average current control manner or a linear
control manner to achieve the constant current driving of the
LED load. Second current L,,,, may have a value of zero, or a
low value. Second power stage circuit 205 may have a buck-
boost converter topology.

In the dimming circuit for LEDs according to the embodi-
ment of the present disclosure as shown in FIG. 2, by means
of the first control circuit controlling the first power stage
circuit, the value of the input current is always greater than the
holding current of the electronic transformer when the
TRIAC is turned on, so that using the holding resistor is
avoided, the power consumption is reduced, and also the
problem of flicker of the LED load is avoided. In addition, the
first output voltage which is basically constant can be used as
the power supply to the second power stage circuit, thus no
filter capacitor is required.

The dimming requirement of the LED load can be indi-
rectly obtained by detecting the input current and the first
output voltage, and further, the accurate control of the driving
current of the LED load is achieved by means of the second
power stage circuit, to implement an accurate dimming
operation.

FIG. 3 illustrates the schematic block diagram of the first
control circuit in the dimming circuit for LEDs according to
one embodiment of the present disclosure. TRIAC 201, elec-
tronic transformer 202 and rectifier 203 are omitted in FIG. 3
for an explanation.

First control circuit 300 can include turn-off signal gener-
ating circuit 301, turn-on signal generating circuit 302 and
first logic circuit 303. Wherein, turn-off signal generating
circuit 301 can include first voltage comparison circuit 301-2
and feedback control circuit 301-1.

Specifically, first voltage comparison circuit 301-2 is con-
figured to compare first output voltage V, ,, with upper
threshold voltage V,, ,,,, to generate first turn-off signal S, , .

One implementation of first voltage comparison circuit
301-2 may be hysteresis comparator 306, the upper limit
threshold voltage thereof is upper threshold voltage V,,,_,,,
and the lower limit threshold voltage thereof is lower thresh-
old voltage V,;, ,,,, or a voltage signal proportional to the
upper threshold voltage and the lower threshold voltage. The
non-inverting input terminal of hysteresis comparator 306
receives first output voltage V _,,,; or a voltage signal propor-
tional to it, the inverting input terminal thereof receives ref-
erencevalueV,, , . -oravoltage signal proportional to it, and
the output signal of the output terminal thereof is used as first
turn-off signal S, . When first output voltage V,,,,,, reaches
upper threshold voltage V/ first turn-off signal S, turns
into a high level.

Feedback control circuit 301-1 adopts a peak current con-
trol circuit to generate second turn-off signal S, according
to first output voltage V_,,,,, first reference voltage V., and
a ramp signal including the information of a peak value of
inductor current.

One implementation of feedback control circuit 301-1 can
be implemented by a voltage error calculation circuit, a com-
pensation circuit, a clamping circuit and a square wave signal
generating circuit.

Herein, the voltage error calculation circuit can include
operational amplifier 302, the non-inverting input terminal of
which receives first output voltage V,_,,, and the inverting
input terminal of which receives first reference voltage
V rer1, to output the error between first output voltage V.,
and first reference voltage Vzr;-

The compensation circuit is configured to perform a com-
pensation operation on the error signal output from opera-

th_up?
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tional amplifier 302, to obtain compensation signal V_,,,,,,.
The compensation circuit can be implemented in many man-
ners, for example, capacitor 303 or a RC circuit consisting of
a resistor and a capacitor.

The clamping circuit is coupled to the output terminal of
the compensation circuit, which has a clamp voltage deter-
mined by the holding current of the electronic transformer.
One implementation of the clamping circuit can be imple-
mented by clamping voltage source V ~; 4, and diode 304.
The anode of diode 304 is coupled to clamping voltage source
V or.anp> and the cathode thereof is coupled to the output
terminal of the compensation circuit. The value of the clamp
voltage equals to the difference between the value of clamp-
ing voltage source V -, ,, » and the voltage drop of diode 304.
When compensation signal V_,,,,, is less than the clamp volt-
age, compensation signal V. is clamped to the clamp volt-
age.

The square wave signal generating circuit comprises com-
parator 304, which is configured to compare compensation
signal vV, withvoltage signal vV, characterizing the infor-
mation of a peak value of inductor current, and the square
wave signal of the output terminal thereof is used as second
turn-off signal S_,. A peak value of inductor current can be
indirectly obtained by adopting voltage signal V,, across
resistor R, connected in series to first main power switch Q.
In the embodiment, considering the influence to the input
current due to the change of the duty ratio of the power switch
and in order to improve the stability, ramp signal Vs
added on the basis of the voltage signal V ;, to obtain a signal
with ramp which is compared with compensation signal
V comp later, so that the disturbance to the average inductor
current value due to the different duty ratio of the first control
signal is eliminated and the stability of the system is
improved.

By adopting this control manner, compensation signal
V .omp determines the magnitude of a peak value of inductor
current, so it can be ensured by clamping voltage source
V cranee that the minimum value of the first current of the
input current is not less than the holding current of the elec-
tronic transformer.

turn-on signal generating circuit 302 may comprise oscil-
lator 307 to generate clock signal CLK1 with a fixed fre-
quency.

First logic circuit 303 includes first OR gate 308 and first
RS trigger 309. Two input terminals of OR gate 308 receive
respectively first turn-off signal S, and second turn-off sig-
nal S, . The setterminal of first RS trigger 309 receives clock
signal CLK1, the reset terminal thereof receives the output
signal of OR gate 308, and the output signal of the output
terminal thereof is used as first control signal PWMI, to
control the switching state of first main power switch Q;.

FIG. 4 illustrates the schematic block diagram of the sec-
ond control circuit in the dimming circuit for LEDs according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

In this embodiment, the second control circuit 400 com-
prises dimming signal generating circuit 401 and output cur-
rent controlling circuit 410. Wherein, dimming signal gener-
ating circuit 401 generates dimming signal V ;,,, according to
the holding time of first current I, ,, if first output voltage
V.1 1s always less thanupper threshold voltage V,,_,,,,, inthe
time period when TRIAC 201 is turned on, in each half
sinusoidal wave period of AC power supply AC.

If first output voltage V_,,,, is greater than upper threshold
voltageV,;, ,,, dimming signal generating circuit 401 gener-
ates dimming signal V ;,,, according to the time period from
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the starting time point of first current I,,,; to the time point
when first output voltage V_,,; reaches lower threshold volt-
age Vthilow'

Output current controlling circuit 410 generates second
control signal PWM2 according to the error between the
output current of second power stage circuit 205 and the
expected driving current represented by the dimming signal,
to control the switching state of second main power switch Q,
in second power stage circuit 205.

Particularly, dimming signal generating circuit 401 can be
implemented by the second voltage comparison circuit, an
input current comparison circuit, a second logic circuit and an
averaging circuit.

The second voltage comparison circuit is configured to
compare first output voltage V., with lower threshold volt-
ageV,, ... Herein, hysteresis comparator 306 shown in FIG.
3 is used as one of implementations.

The input current comparison circuit is configured to com-
pare input current I, with current threshold I,;,, which can be
implemented by comparator 416. The non-inverting input
terminal of comparator 416 receives a voltage signal repre-
sented by the input current [,, and the inverting input terminal
thereof receives another voltage signal represented by current
threshold L,,. Current threshold 1, may have a low value, for
example, zero, the holding current of the electronic trans-
former, or the like.

The second logic circuit comprises OR gate 404, one input
terminal of OR gate 404 is coupled to the output signal of
comparator 416 to receives the comparison results between
input current I, and current threshold I,;,, and the other input
terminal thereof receives the comparison result between first
output voltage V_,,,, and lower threshold voltageV,, ,.,,. The
output signal at the output terminal of OR gate 404 is used as
the square wave signal V, represented by the conduction
angle of the TRIAC.

Averaging circuit 403 is configured to perform an averag-
ing operation on received square wave signal V., and ref-
erence voltage V., 10 generate a smooth dimming signal
V zmrepresented by the conduction angle of TRIAC 201. The
averaging circuit can adopt any appropriate form of circuit. In
this embodiment, averaging circuit 403 comprises inverter
405, controllable switch 406 and controllable switch 407. The
switching state of controllable switch 406 corresponds to the
square wave signal V ,,,_,., and the switching state of control-
lable switch 407 is complementary with square wave signal
V sngte- Resistor 408 and capacitor 409 perform a filtering
operation on the voltage at the common connection point of
controllable switch 406 and controllable switch 407, so as to
generate the dimming signal V ,,, at one end of the capacitor
409.

Output current control circuit 410 adopts a peak current
control manner. It comprises operational amplifier 411, com-
pensation capacitor 412, comparator 413, oscillator 414 and
RS trigger 415.

The non-inverting input terminal of operational amplifier
411 receives dimming signal V ;. and the inverting input
terminal thereof receives voltage signal V; .., represented by
the present driving current of the LED load, and a compen-
sation operation is performed on the error signal at the output
terminal thereof by compensation capacitor 412 to generate
the compensation signal V_,,,,.,. The non-inverting input ter-
minal of comparator 413 receives voltage signal V,,, repre-
senting a peak value of inductor current of second power stage
circuit 205 and the inverting input terminal thereof receives
compensation signal V.,,,.».

The set terminal of first RS trigger 415 receives clock
signal CLK2 output by oscillator 414, and the reset terminal

angle
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thereof receives the output signal of comparator 413, and the
output signal at the output terminal thereof is used as second
control signal PWM2.

The operating principle of the dimming circuit for LEDs
comprising the first control circuit and the second control
circuit as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 is described in detail in
conjunction with the specific operating waveforms as fol-
lows.

FIG. 5A illustrates the operating waveform graph for the
first operating mode of the dimming circuit for LEDs accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present disclosure.

TRIAC 201 is turned on and begins to output DC voltage
Vpe at time point t, in a half sinusoidal wave period of AC
power supply AC. First main power switch Q1 is turned on,
input current I, begins to increase gradually, voltage signal
V,u increases gradually, and first output voltage V,
increases gradually. If the sum of voltage signal V,,;, and
ramp signal V,,,,,,.,, reaches compensation signal V,,,,, the
output signal of comparator 305 turns into a high level. First
RS trigger 309 is reset by OR gate 308, the output signal of the
Q terminal thereof turns into a low level, and first control
signal PWMI1 turns off main power switch Q,. Therefore,
input current I, begins to decrease until clock signal CLK1
turns into a high level again and input current I,,, increases
gradually again. The frequency of the clock signal CLK1 is
high, so the drop in the value of input current ,,, is slight. Input
current I, has a value with a slight fluctuation, which has a
basically smooth waveform, and is maintained to be a con-
stant value (first current I ,)).

In the first operating mode as shown in FIG. 5A, the LED
load requires a larger power, and first control circuit 206
controls input current I, as a high value. By setting upper
threshold voltage V,,, ., and lower threshold voltage V5, .,
with higher values, first output voltage V_,,,; does not exceed
upper threshold voltage V,,,_,,, in this operating mode. The
output signal of hysteresis comparator 306 is maintained to be
a low level, therefore, the turn-off signal of first main power
switch Q, is always determined by feedback control circuit
301-1, until the present half wave period ends (the time point
t1). Inthe time period when TRIAC 201 is turned off (the time
pointt, tot,), the value of DC voltage V. equals to zero, and
input current I, decreases to zero (the second current [, ,) and
maintains until TRIAC 201 is turned on again at time point t,
in the next half wave period. It goes round and round, the
control of first output voltage V,_,,,; and input current I, is
implemented by means of the peak current control mode. The
average value of first output voltage V ,,,, is maintained to be
consistent with first reference voltage V ;. The input cur-
rent is maintained to be consistent with the first current if
there is input current in the time period when TRIAC 201 is
turned on, by above peak current control manner. Further-
more, the first current is high enough to satisfy the require-
ment of the holding current of electronic transformer 202 by
clamping the value of the first current by means of the clamp
circuit. Therefore, the output signal of hysteresis comparator
306 is always maintained to be at a low level in this operating
mode, so square wave signal V ,, . representing the conduc-
tionangle of TRIAC 201 is determined in accordance with the
duration of the input current (the first current). In the time
period when TRIAC 201 is turned on, the input current is
always greater than the current threshold, and therefore the
output signal of comparator 416 is always maintained to be at
a high level until the present half wave period ends.

FIG. 5B illustrates an operating waveform graph for the
second operating mode of the dimming circuit for LEDs
according to the embodiment of the present disclosure.
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TRIAC 201 is turned on and begins to output DC voltage
V. with phase loss at time point t, in a half sinusoidal wave
period of AC power supply AC. First main power switch Q, is
turned on, input current I, begins to increase gradually, the
voltage signal V,,, increases gradually, and the first output
voltage V,,,,, increases gradually. If the sum of voltage signal
V, and ramp signal V,,,.,, reaches compensation signal
V comp» the output signal of comparator 305 turns into a high
level. First RS trigger 309 is reset by OR gate 308, the output
signal of the Q terminal thereof turns into a low level, and first
control signal PWM1 turns off main power switch Q1. There-
fore, input current I,,, begins to drop until clock signal CLK1
turns into a high level again and input current I, increases
gradually again. The frequency of clock signal CLK1 is high,
so the drop in the value of input current L, is slight. Input
current I, has a value with a slight fluctuation, which has a
basically smooth waveform, and is maintained to be a con-
stant value (first current 1,,,,).

In the first operating mode as shown in FIG. 5B, the LED
load requires low power, and first control circuit 206 controls
input current I, as a low value. However, the value of' the first
current is high enough to satisfy the requirement of the hold-
ing current of electronic transformer 202 since the clamp
circuit clamps the first current. First output voltage V.,
exceeds upper threshold voltage V,, . at time point t,, if the
minimum value of the input current is greater than the
requirement of the LED load. The output signal of hysteresis
comparator 306 turns into a high level, therefore, first main
power switch Q, is turned off, first output voltage V_,,,
decreases continuously, and the input current reaches zero,
until the current half wave period ends (time point ty). The
return difference of hysteresis comparator 306 is set as a high
value so that the time point (time point t5) when the first
output voltage reaches the lower threshold voltage is close to
the end time point of the present half wave period. In this
operating mode, from time point t; to time point t,, the input
current is greater than the current threshold, therefore the
output signal of comparator 416 is maintained to be at a high
level and the square wave signal is also maintained to be at a
high level. From time point t, to time point ts, although the
output signal of comparator 416 turns into a low level, the
output signal of hysteresis comparator 306 turns into a high
level, and therefore the square wave signal is still maintained
to be at a high level. From time point t5 to time point t, when
TRIAC 201 is turned on in next half wave period, both the
output signal of hysteresis comparator 306 and that of com-
parator 416 are at low level, and the square wave signal turns
into a low level.

Therefore, in this operating mode, square wave signal
V ungte tepresenting the conduction angle of TRIAC 201 is
determined according to the time period from the starting
time point of the first current to the time point when the first
output voltage drops below lower threshold voltage V,;, ...

The implementations of the first control circuit and the
second control circuit are described above in detail in con-
junction with the specific embodiments, and according to the
teaching of the present disclosure, those skilled in the art can
infer other suitable circuit structures, such as, the feedback
control circuit and the control circuit of the output circuit can
adopt other circuit structures according to the control mode.
The second power stage circuit can be selected as a buck-
boost converter topology.

The dimming method for the LED load according to the
present disclosure is described as follows in conjunction with
specific embodiments.
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FIG. 6 illustrates a flowchart of a dimming method for
LEDs according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
The dimming method for LEDs comprises:

S601: receiving the external AC power supply;

S602: receiving the AC power supply through a TRIAC, an
electronic transformer and a rectifier bridge sequentially and
adjusting the conduction angle of the TRIAC to generate a
lack-phase DC voltage;

S603: providing the DC voltage to a first power stage
circuit to enable the first power stage circuit after the TRIAC
is triggered to be conducted in each half-sinusoidal wave
period of the AC power supply;

S604: comparing a first output voltage at the output termi-
nal of the first power stage circuit with an upper threshold
voltage;

S605: controlling the operation of the first power stage
circuit to maintain an input current to be consistent with a first
current greater than a holding current of the electronic trans-
former when the first output voltage is in a continuously
increasing state and is less than the upper threshold voltage;

S606: controlling the first output voltage to decrease con-
tinuously and maintaining the input current to be consistent
with a second current after the first output voltage reaches the
upper threshold voltage;

S607: receiving the first output voltage by a second power
stage circuit;

S608: generating a dimming signal in accordance with the
first current and the first output voltage; and

S609: controlling the operation of the second power stage
circuit in accordance with the dimming signal and the output
current of the second power stage circuit to maintain the
output current to be consistent with an expected driving cur-
rent represented by the dimming signal.

Herein, the second current may have a value equal to zero.
The first power stage circuit may have a boost converter
topology; the second power stage circuit may have a buck
converter topology or a buck-boost converter topology.

It can be implemented that the second power stage circuit
drives the LED load based on the dimming method for LEDs
according to the present disclosure. The value of the input
current is always greater than that of the holding current of the
electronic transformer if the input current does not equal to
zero within the time period when the TRIAC is turned on, by
controlling the first power stage circuit, so as to avoid using
the holding resistor, reduce the power consumption, and also
avoid the problem of flicker of the LED load. In addition, the
basically constant first output voltage can be used as the
power supply to the second power stage circuit, and therefore,
the filter capacitor is not required any more.

On the other hand, the dimming requirement of the LED
load can be obtained indirectly by detecting the first current
and the first output voltage, and the accurate control of the
driving current of the LED load is achieved by the second
power stage circuit, to implement the accurate dimming
operation.

In the dimming method for the LED load as shown in FIG.
6, generating the dimming signal can be implemented by the
following manners. Particularly, it comprises:

comparing the first output voltage with the upper threshold
voltage in each half-sinusoidal wave period of the AC power
supply;

generating the dimming signal in accordance with a dura-
tion of the first current, when the first output voltage is less
than the upper threshold voltage; and

generating the dimming signal in accordance with a time
period from the starting time point of the first current to the
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time point when the first output voltage reaches a lower
threshold voltage, when the first output voltage is greater than
the upper threshold voltage.

FIG. 7 illustrates the flowchart of the method for generat-
ing the dimming signal according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure. Particularly, the method for generating the
dimming signal includes:

S701: comparing the input current with a current threshold
to generate a first square wave signal which is active when the
input current is greater than the current threshold;

S702: comparing the first output voltage with the lower
threshold voltage to generate a second square wave signal
which is active when the first output voltage is less than the
upper threshold voltage and greater than the lower threshold
voltage;

S703: generating a square wave signal in accordance with
the first square wave signal and the second square wave
signal, wherein the square wave signal is active when the first
square wave signal or the second square wave signal is active;
and

S704: performing an averaging operation on the square
wave signal, to generate the dimming signal.

In the dimming method for the LED load as shown in FIG.
6, one specific embodiment of the control method of the
output current of the second power stage circuit may com-
prises the following step:

Controlling the switching state of the second main power
switch in the second power stage circuit so that the output
current of the second power stage circuit corresponds to the
expected driving current.

Of course, the second power stage circuit may adopt dif-
ferent current control modes, such as a peak current control
mode, an average current control mode, or a linear current
control mode based on LED lamp string. Sampling the output
current can be controlled by sampling the inductor current,
the output current or the driving current through each LED
string, according to the difference in the current control
modes.

FIG. 8 illustrates the flowchart of the method for control-
ling the first power stage circuit according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure. Particularly, controlling the first
power stage circuit comprises:

S801: comparing the first output voltage with the upper
threshold voltage;

S802: controlling a switching state of a first main power
switch of the first power stage circuit by using a peak current
controlling method when the first output voltage is less than
the upper threshold voltage; and

S803: turning off the first main power switch if the first
output voltage is greater than the upper threshold voltage.

Wherein, the peak current control method can be imple-
mented by the following method. It comprises steps as fol-
lows:

generating an error signal based on an error between the
first output voltage and a first reference voltage;

generating a compensation signal by a compensation
operation on the error signal;

comparing the compensation signal with a clamp signal
which is determined by the holding current;

maintaining the compensation signal if the compensation
signal is greater than the clamp signal;

clamping the compensation signal to the clamp signal
when the compensation signal is less than the clamp signal;

comparing the compensation signal with a ramp signal
which represents a peak value of inductor current of the first
power stage circuit;
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turning on the first main power switch when a clock signal
is active and the ramp signal is less than the compensation
signal so that both the input current and the first output volt-
age increases continuously; and

turning off the first main power switch when the ramp
signal is greater than the compensation signal so that the input
current decreases until the clock signal becomes active again.

Whatis required to explain is that the devices with the same
name have the same function among various embodiments of
the present disclosure. The circuit structure includes but is not
limited to the above disclosed manners, and can be any struc-
ture if it can implement the functions of the related circuits
described in the embodiments of the present disclosure. For
example, the output current control circuit of the second
power stage circuit can adopt any current control circuit with
a suitable circuit structure according to different current con-
trol modes. Although it is not described in detail in above
embodiments, the skilled in the art can select a suitable known
or improved output current control circuit according to the
current control mode. Therefore, related modifications based
on the circuits disclosed in embodiments of the present dis-
closure made by those skilled in the art, also fall into the scope
of the embodiments of the present disclosure.

In addition, what is further required to explain is that, the
relation terms such as “first” and “second” are only used to
distinguish one entity or operation from the other entity or
operation, and not necessary to require or suggest that there
are any actual relationships or orders among these entities or
operations. Furthermore, terms, “include”, “comprise”, or
other variants means covering, rather than including exclu-
sively, so that the process, the method, the item, or the appa-
ratus including a series of elements includes not only those
elements, but also other elements not listed definitely, or
inherent elements of the process, the method, the item, or the
apparatus. The element defined by the sentence of “includes
a . ..” does not exclude the situation that additional same
elements are included in the process, the method, the item or
the apparatus including the element without more limitations.

According to embodiments of the present disclosure as
described above, these embodiments neither elaborate all
details, nor limit the present disclosure to the described spe-
cific embodiments. Obviously, many modifications and varia-
tions can be made according to the above depiction. These
embodiments are selected and described in the description in
detail, just for the sake of explaining the principle and the
actual application of the present disclosure, so that those
skilled in the art can use the present disclosure better and
modify and use it based on the present disclosure. The present
disclosure is only limited by claims, and all scopes and the
equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A dimming circuit for LEDs which obtains a DC voltage
from an external AC power supply by using a TRIAC, an
electronic transformer, and a rectifier bridge sequentially,
comprising:

a first power stage circuit having an input terminal config-

ured to receive said DC voltage;

a second power stage having an input terminal coupled to
an output terminal of said first power stage and an output
terminal coupled to an LED load;

a first control circuit configured to generate a first control
signal in accordance with a first output voltage gener-
ated at the output terminal of said first power stage
circuit, a first reference voltage and an upper threshold
voltage to maintain an average value of said first output
voltage to be consistent with said first reference voltage,
wherein an input current of said first power stage circuit
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is maintained to be consistent with a first current by said
first control signal when said first output voltage is in a
continuously increasing state and is lower than said
upper threshold voltage, and said first output voltage is
decreased continuously and said input current is main-
tained to be consistent with a second current after said
first output voltage reaches said upper threshold voltage
by said first control signal, and wherein said first current
is no less than a holding current of said electronic trans-
former; and

a second control circuit configured to generate a dimming
signal in accordance with said first current and said first
output voltage to control an operation of said second
power stage circuit to maintain an output current of said
second power stage circuit to be consistent with an
expected driving current represented by said dimming
signal.

2. The dimming circuit according to claim 1, wherein said

first control circuit comprises:

a turn-on signal generating circuit comprising a clock sig-
nal generating circuit for generating a clock signal;

a turn-off signal generating circuit comprising a first volt-
age comparison circuit configured to compare said first
output voltage with said upper threshold voltage to gen-
erate a first turn-off'signal, and a feedback control circuit
configured to receive said first output voltage, said first
reference voltage and a ramp signal containing informa-
tion of a peak value of inductor current, to generate a
second turn-off signal; and

a first logic circuit coupled to said turn-on signal generat-
ing circuit and said turn-off signal generating circuit, to
generate said first control signal for controlling a switch-
ing state of a first main power switch in said first power
stage circuit.

3. The dimming circuit according to claim 2, wherein said

feedback control circuit comprises:

a voltage error calculation circuit comprising an operating
amplifier, a first input terminal of which receives said
first output voltage and a second input terminal of which
receives said first reference voltage, to generate a volt-
age error signal at an output terminal thereof;

a compensation circuit configured to receive said voltage
error signal and to perform a compensation operation on
said voltage error signal to obtain a compensation sig-
nal; and

a clamp circuit with a clamp voltage coupled to an output
terminal of said compensation circuit, and said compen-
sation signal being clamped to said clamp voltage when
said compensation signal is less than said clamp voltage
which is determined in accordance with said holding
current of said electronic transformer; and

a square wave signal generating circuit comprising a com-
parator, a first input terminal of which receives said
compensation signal, and a second input terminal of
which receives said ramp signal, to generate a second
turn-off signal at an output terminal thereof.

4. The dimming circuit according to claim 3, wherein said

first logic circuit comprises:

a first OR-gate with two input terminals respectively
coupled to said first voltage comparison circuit and said
feedback control circuit to receive said first turn-off
signal and said second turn-off signal,

afirst RS trigger with a set terminal for receiving said clock
signal, a reset terminal coupled to said output terminal of
said OR-gate, and an output terminal for providing an
output signal as said first control signal;
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wherein said first main power switch is turned off until said
TRIAC is turned on again, when said first output voltage
is greater than said upper threshold voltage after said
TRIAC is turned on, in each half-sinusoidal wave period
of'said AC power supply; and

wherein said first main power switch is turned on when said
first output voltage is less than said upper threshold
voltage and said clock signal is active, and is turned off
when said ramp signal is greater than said compensation
signal.

5. The dimming circuit according to claim 3, wherein said

clamp circuit comprises:

a diode with a cathode coupled to said output terminal of
said compensation circuit;

a clamping voltage source coupled to an anode of said
diode.

6. The dimming circuit according to claim 1, wherein said

second control circuit comprises:

adimming signal generating circuit configured to generate
said dimming signal in accordance with a duration of
said first current, when said first output voltage is less
than said upper threshold voltage, in a time period dur-
ing which said TRIAC is turned on, in each half-sinu-
soidal wave period of said AC power supply, and to
generate said dimming signal in accordance with a time
period from a starting time point of said first current to a
time point when said first output voltage reaches a lower
threshold voltage, when said first output voltage is
greater than said upper threshold voltage; and

an output current control circuit configured to generate a
second control signal in accordance with an error
between said output current of said second power stage
circuit and said expected driving current, to control said
second power stage circuit.

7. The dimming circuit according to claim 6, wherein said

dimming signal generating circuit comprises:

asecond voltage comparison circuit configured to compare
said first output voltage with said lower threshold volt-
age;

an input current comparison circuit configured to compare
said input current with a current threshold;

a second logic circuit comprising a second OR-gate which
has two input terminals for receiving an output signal of
said second voltage comparison circuit and an output
signal of said input current comparison circuit, respec-
tively, and an output terminal for providing a square
wave signal; and

an averaging circuit configured to perform an averaging
operation on said square wave signal and a reference
voltage, to obtain said dimming signal.

8. The dimming circuit according to claim 6, wherein said
output current control circuit is one selected from a group
consisting of a peak current control circuit, an average current
control circuit, and an a linear control circuit.

9. The dimming circuit according to claim 2, wherein said
first voltage comparison circuit and said second voltage com-
parison circuit share a hysteresis comparator which provides
an upper limit threshold voltage as said upper threshold volt-
age, and a lower limit threshold voltage as said lower thresh-
old voltage.

10. The dimming circuit according to claim 1, wherein said
second current has a value equal to zero.

11. The dimming circuit according to claim 1, wherein said
first power stage circuit has a boost converter topology, and
said second power stage circuit has a buck converter topology
or a buck-boost converter topology.
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12. A dimming method for LEDs, comprising:

receiving an external AC power supply;

generating a lack-phase DC voltage from said AC power

supply by using a TRIAC, an electronic transformer and
arectifier bridge sequentially and by adjusting a conduc-
tion angle of said TRIAC;

providing said DC voltage to a first power stage circuit to

enable said first power stage circuit after said TRIAC is
triggered to be conducted in each half-sinusoidal wave
period of said AC power supply;

comparing a first output voltage at the output terminal of

said first power stage circuit with an upper threshold
voltage;

controlling an operation of said first power stage circuit to

maintain an input current to be consistent with a first
current which is greater than a holding current of said
electronic transformer when said first output voltage is
in a continuously increasing state and is less than said
upper threshold voltage;

decreasing said first output voltage continuously and main-

taining said input current to be consistent with a second
current after said first output voltage reaches said upper
threshold voltage;

receiving said first output voltage by a second power stage

circuit;

generating a dimming signal in accordance with said first

current and said first output voltage; and
controlling an operation of said second power stage circuit
in accordance with said dimming signal and an output
current of said second power stage circuit to maintain
said output current to be consistent with an expected
driving current represented by said dimming signal.
13. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 12,
wherein generating said dimming signal comprises:
comparing said first output voltage with said upper thresh-
old voltage in each half-sinusoidal wave period of said
AC power supply;

generating said dimming signal in accordance with a dura-
tion of said first current, when said first output voltage is
less than said upper threshold voltage; and
generating said dimming signal in accordance with a time
period from said starting time point of said first current
to said time point when said first output voltage reaches
a lower threshold voltage, when said first output voltage
is greater than said upper threshold voltage.
14. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 13,
wherein generating said dimming signal comprises:
comparing said input current with a current threshold to
generate a first square wave signal which is active when
said input current is greater than said current threshold;

comparing said first output voltage with said lower thresh-
old voltage to generate a second square wave signal
which is active when said first output voltage is less than
said upper threshold voltage and greater than said lower
threshold voltage;

generating a square wave signal in accordance with said

first square wave signal and said second square wave
signal, wherein said square wave signal is active when
said first square wave signal or said second square wave
signal is active; and

performing an averaging operation on said square wave

signal to generate said dimming signal.

15. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 12,
wherein controlling said output current of said second power
stage circuit comprises:

controlling a switching state of a power switch in said

second power stage circuit in accordance with an error
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between said output current and said expected driving
current to maintain said output current of said second
power stage circuit to be consistent with said expected
driving current.

16. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 12,

wherein controlling said first power stage circuit comprises:

comparing said first output voltage with said upper thresh-
old voltage;

controlling a switching state ofa first main power switch of
said first power stage circuit by using a peak current
controlling method when said first output voltage is less
than said upper threshold voltage; and

turning off said first main power switch when said first
output voltage is greater than said upper threshold volt-
age.

17. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 16,

wherein said peak current controlling method comprises:

generating an error signal based on an error between said
first output voltage and a first reference voltage;

generating a compensation signal by a compensation
operation on said error signal;

comparing said compensation signal with a clamp signal
which is determined by said holding current;
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maintaining said compensation signal when said compen-
sation signal is greater than said clamp signal;

clamping said compensation signal to said clamp signal
when said compensation signal is less than said clamp
signal;

comparing said compensation signal with a ramp signal

which represents a peak value of inductor current of said
first power stage circuit;

turning on said first main power switch when a clock signal

is active and said ramp signal is less than said compen-
sation signal so that both said input current and said first
output voltage increases continuously; and

turning off said first main power switch when said ramp

signal is greater than said compensation signal so that
said input current decreases until said clock signal
becomes active again.

18. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 12,
wherein said second current has a value equal to zero.

19. The dimming method for LEDs according to claim 12,
wherein said first power stage circuit has a boost converter
topology, and said second power stage circuit has a buck
converter topology or a buck-boost converter topology.
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